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14 March 2008*

Dr. Robert Watson
Director, IAASTD

Dear Dr. Watson,

We congratulate you on your success in ushering the IAASTD from its inception in 2001 to the
final plenary, scheduled to take place from 7-12 April in Johannesburg, South Africa. We have
been closely watching the process and are impressed with the ambition and scope of this
Assessment. Unlike more narrowly framed reviews, the IAASTD has boldly and correctly tackled
the complex, interrelated issues of rural poverty, hunger, food and livelihood security,
environment and social equity. It has been able to accomplish this by drawing on the expert
knowledge of a truly international and interdisciplinary team.



We have several concerns we'd like to raise with you:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

As Director of the IAASTD, are you committed to defending the IAASTD reports at the final
plenary and doing your utmost, as you did so effectively as chair of the IPCC, to achieve
consensus in support of the findings and options presented in the global and regional
Summaries for Decision Makers and the Synthesis Report?

In instances where agreement is not obtained in plenary in a reasonable timeframe, will you
follow standard procedure and establish contact groups of concerned parties, that will be
charged with working together to draft suggested language to present to the plenary? How
will the decision be taken on who will chair the contact groups?

Will you confirm that civil society organizations participating in the final plenary will be
equally recognized and given equal voice alongside government delegates in global and
subglobal plenary discussions and in contact groups, as per your previously stated
commitment?

We understand that at least one government is considering proposing 11" hour changes to the
Principals and Procedures of the IAASTD. The Principles and Procedures adopted by the
participating governments at the first plenary in Nairobi in 2004 clearly lay out procedures
for the approval, adoption and acceptance of the IAASTD reports. Any change made to the
Principles and Procedures at this point would indicate a lack of good faith participation in the
process, and set a very damaging precedent for future intergovernmental processes. We hope
that you will do your utmost to ensure the integrity of the IAASTD process and look forward
to supporting your efforts to achieve consensus on the IAASTD reports.

We are concerned that journalists may not be allowed to observe the plenary discussions.
Transparency and an open inclusive process have been the hallmarks of the IAASTD, and we
suggest that the media be allowed and encouraged to attend.

We look forward to receiving detailed communications next month from our colleagues in
Johannesburg as the plenary discussions take place, and we hope to receive news of the approval
and adoption of these very important documents.

We are also looking forward to working with you after the plenary to help advance the innovative
options put forth by the IAASTD, and to ensure that the world community acts decisively to
address the challenges of agriculture, poverty and hunger at their root in this time of mounting
global environmental crises.

Sincerely,*
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Dr. Hans Herren; Dr. Judi Wakungu, Co-Chairs
Representatives of the Cosponsoring Agencies (FAO, UNDP, WHO, UNEP, UNESCO)
Bureau Members

* Signature list updated to include 73 CSOs as of 19 March 2008



