May 19, 2008

To: Stephen L. Johnson, Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

We, the undersigned 111 organizations, are calling on the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to cancel all remaining uses of the organochlorine pesticide endosulfan. Our position
supports the February 2008 petition signed by 13,300 people across the country and the February
2008 NRDC petition (Docket ID EPA-HQ-OPP-2002-0262-0084.1) to ban endosulfan and
revoke all tolerances of this toxic chemical. The European Union and 20 other countries have
already banned endosulfan, and it is time for the U.S. to do the same.

EPA’s own analysis shows that use of endosulfan in agriculture poses unacceptable risks to the
health and safety of pesticide applicators who handle this pesticide and farmworkers who work
in endosulfan-treated fields.

Endosulfan is acutely toxic, especially to the nervous system. Symptoms of poisoning include
headaches, nausea and vomiting, seizures, and in extreme cases unconsciousness and even death.
Endosulfan is also a suspected endocrine disruptor, and low dose exposure while in the womb
has been linked to autism, male reproductive harm, and birth defects

Endosulfan is toxic, persistent in the environment, accumulates in humans and animals and
travels long distances away from the place of application. Endosulfan is among the
organochlorine pesticides that threaten communities living thousands of miles away from its
point of application. A growing body of evidence shows that the Arctic region has become a sink
for this pesticide, even though it is neither used nor produced there. Endosulfan has been found
in Arctic air, lake water, seawater, fish, snow and plants. Unlike most other organochlorine
pesticides, concentrations of endosulfan in Arctic air have not declined in recent years.
Endosulfan poses a serious health hazard to northern Indigenous peoples who rely on traditional
foods such as fish and marine mammals.

In addition to jeopardizing human health, endosulfan and its breakdown products are potent
environmental toxins and persistent organic pollutants. EPA’s calculations show that its use on
tomatoes in Florida (one the few remaining crops in the U.S. with significant endosulfan use)
presents a grave threat to aquatic organisms.

Surely the relatively minor economic benefits that endosulfan use provides to a small number of
growers do not outweigh the substantial risks it poses to the health of farmworkers, pesticide
applicators, consumers, Indigenous peoples, and the environment. Viable alternatives to
endosulfan—including non-chemical pest control methods—are readily available.



The U.S. and the world can do without endosulfan. Communities around the world are actively
campaigning for it to be banned. The U.S. must act now to protect the health of people and the
environment at home and worldwide by banning endosulfan.

Sincerely,

Dr. Medha Chandra
Pesticide Action Network North America
San Francisco, CA

mchandra@panna.org
(415) 981 1771

CC: Debbie Edwards, Director of the Office of Pesticide Programs, EPA
Tina Levine, Director of the Health Effects Division, EPA
Donald Brady, Director of the Environmental Fate and Effects Division (EFED), EPA
Arty Williams, Associate Director, EFED and lead on Endangered Species, EPA
Rick Keigwin, Jr., Director of the Biological and Economic Analysis Division, EPA
Tracy Perry, Endosulfan Chemical Review Manager, EPA

Sen. Barbara Boxer
Senator Bill Nelson
Rep. Nancy Pelosi
Rep. Henry Waxman

Signatories (U.S.):
Nathalie Walker and Monique Harden,
Co-Directors & Attorneys

Advocates for Environmental Human Rights
New Orleans, LA

Joseph D. Keesecker, Executive Director
Agricultural Missions, Inc.
New York, NY

Cindy Shogan, Executive Director
Alaska Wilderness League
Anchorage, AK

John Toppenberg, Director
Alaska Wildlife Alliance
Anchorage, AK

Laura Abulafia, MHS, Director,
Environmental Health Initiative
American Association on Intellectual and

Developmental Disabilities
Washington, D.C.

Pamela K. Miller, Executive Director
Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Anchorage, AK

Eva M. Brison, Member

Alliance, Central Florida (Orlando)
Unitarian Universalist Women's Federation,
Florida

Ele Kenyon, Member
Amnesty International, Chapter #519
Orlando, FL

Wafaa Aborashed, Vice Chairperson
Bay Area Healthy 880 Communities
San Leandro, CA

John Kepner, Project Director
Beyond Pesticides
Washington, D.C.



Jeanne Rizzo, RN, Executive Director
Breast Cancer Fund
San Francisco, CA

David Chatfield, Director
Californians for Pesticide Reform
San Francisco, CA

Kayla Bloomer, President
Body of Animal Rights Campaigners

Terri Baldwin
Campus Peace Action, FL

Mary Kambic
Catholic Labor Committee
Baltimore, MD

Caroline Cox, Research Director
Center for Environmental Health
Oakland, CA

Gary Kolson, Community Co Chair
Central Florida Jobs with Justice

Orlando, FL

Daryl Ditz, Senior Policy Advisor

Center for International Environmental Law,

Washington, D.C.

Ted Rouse, Chairman

Chesapeake Sustainable Business Alliance

Baltimore, MD

Rev. Renwick J. Bell, Pastor
Church of Our Savior, MCC
Boynton Beach, FL

Kathleen Curtis, Policy Director
Bobbi Chase Wilding, Org Director
Clean New York

Schenectady, NY

Barbara Warren, Executive Director
Citizens' Environmental Coalition
Albany, NY

Lynn Thorp
National Campaigns Coordinator
Clean Water Action, Washington. D.C.

Greg Asbed, Organizer
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
Immokalee, FL

Kathryn Milholland, President
CodePink Women for Peace, FL

Bob Shavelson, Executive Director
Cook Inletkeeper
Homer, AK

Karla M. Dutton, Director,
Alaska Field Office,
Defenders of Wildlife
Anchorage, AK

Nancy Bale, President
Denali Citizens Council
Denali Park, AK

Ali Van Doren, Eco Advocates,
Orlando, FL

Joe DiGangi, PhD
Environmental Health Fund
Boston, MA

Jeannie Economos
Farmworker Association of Florida
Apopka, FL

Teresa Niedda, Director
Farmworker Health and Safety Institute
Glassboro, NJ

Margarita Romo, Executive Director
Farmworker Self-Help
Dade City, FL

Rev Laura Hoglund,
Senior Associate Minister,
First Congregational UCC,
Downers Grove, IL
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Melissa Kafel, President
Flagler College Outdoors Club
St. Augustine, FL

Tamecka Pierce, Chair

Florida Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now
Orlando, FL

Maria Rodriguez, Executive Director
Juan Pablo Chavez

Florida Immigrant Coalition

Miami, FL

Joy Towles Ezell, President
Florida League of Conservation Voters
Tallahassee, FL

Helen Spivey, President

Florida League of Conservation Voters
Education Fund

Tallahassee, FL

Matt Vergas

Florida Organic Growers & Consumers
(FOG)

Gainesville, FL

Brad Ashwell, Advocate
Florida Public Interest Research Group
Tallahassee, FL

Richard Carter DeTreville,
Logistics Coordinator
Focus the Nation

Lake Oswego, OR

Mark Schroeder, O.F.M.

Franciscan Friars of St. Barbara Province
NFWM President of the Board
Oceanside, CA

David Wallinga, MD
Program Director, Food and Health

Institute of Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, MN

Paul M. Morse,
Home Moravian Church,
Winston-Salem, NC

Jeff Odendahl, Coordinator

Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls Advisory
Council

Little Falls, MN

Charlotte Wells
Galveston BAYKEEPER®
Seabrook, TX

Flo Sandok, Founder
Global Action
Rochester, MN

Laura Weinberg, President,
Great Neck Breast Cancer Coalition
Long Island, NY

Melanie Duchin, Campaigner
Greenpeace Alaska
Anchorage, AK

Bill Ravanesi MA, MPH
Boston Regional Director
Health Care Without Harm
Boston, MA

Jamie Harvey
Health care Without Harm
Arlington, VA

Rev. James M. Dixon, S.J., Associate

Heartland Center/Office of Peace, Justice
and the Integrity of Creation

Diocese of Gary, Indiana

Hammond, IN

Rebecca Edwards, Chairperson

Joy Towles Ezell, Founder

HOPE (Help Our Polluted Environment)
Perry, FL



Ted Smukler, Public Policy Director
Interfaith Worker Justice
Chicago, IL

Melody Gonzélez, Campaigner
Student/Farmworker Alliance
Interfaith Action of Southwest Florida,FL

Bjorn Beeler, International Coordinator
International POPs Elimination Network
Berkeley, CA

Stephanie Mertens, ASC
Justice and Peace Office
Red Bud, IL

Tessa Hill, President
Kids for Saving Earth
Minneapolis, MN

Sister M. Catherine Mueller, President
Loretto Community
Englewood, CO

Loretto Motherhouse
Nerinx, KY

Suzanne Darweesh, Co-Chair

Orange County Interfaith Committee to Aid
Farm Workers

Fullerton, CA

Mary Brune, Director
Making Our Milk Safe (MOMS)
Alameda, CA

Martha Dina Argiiello, Executive Director

Katherine Attar, Health and Environment
Program Coordinator

Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los

Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Ruth Berlin, LCSW-C
Executive Director
Maryland Pesticide Network
Annapolis, MD

Elizabeth Crowe, Director
Kentucky Environmental Foundation
Berea, KY

Bettie Kettell RN,

Pollution Prevention Coordinator
Mid Coast Hospital

Brunswick, ME

Samuel Yamin, MPH,

Public Health Scientist

Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy, St. Paul, MN

Virginia Nesmith, Executive Director
National Farm Worker Ministry
St. Louis, MO

Alexandria Jones, North Carolina Outreach
Coordinator

National Farm Worker Ministry

Durham, NC

Matt Prindiville, Policy Advocate
Natural Resources Council of Maine
Augusta, ME

Norma Grier, Executive Director

North West Coalition for Alternatives to
Pesticides

Eugene, OR

Scott Carey, President
Lynn Canal Conservation Council
Haines, AK

Cheyenne Chapman, JD, LLM
Chemicals Policy Program Director
Oregon Center for Environmental Health
Portland, OR

Sara Wright, MPH, Environmental Health
Program Director

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility

Portland, OR



Jeanette Smith, Coordinator
Quaker Peace Center
Miami, FL

Russ Maddox, Board Member
Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance
Seward, AK

Van E. Church, Political Director
SEIU Florida Public Services Union
Orlando, FL

Mary Ann Wiesemann, OP, Prioress
Sisters of St. Dominic of Arkon, Ohio
Akron, OH

Magdaleno Rose-Avila,

Executive Director

South Florida Interfaith Worker Justice
Miami, FL

Russell Heath, Executive Director
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
(SEACC)

Juneau, AK

Tony Macias, Assistant Director
Student Action with Farmworkers
Durham, NC

John-Michael Torres,
Steering Committee Member,
Student Farmworker Alliance
Mission, TX

Griselda Avila, President

Students for Farm Workers, Stetson
University

Deland, FL

Gregory Vickrey, Executive Director
Tongass Conservation Society
Ketchikan, AK

Joetta Venneman,

Office of Global Ministries
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
Congregational Leadership
Nazareth, KY

Rick Steiner, Professor
University of Alaska Anchorage and
Director, Coastal Coalition, AK

Theo Colborn, PhD

Professor, University of Florida, Gainesville
President, The Endocrine Disruption
Exchange (TEDX).

Paonia, CO

Sandy Bauerschmidt
108 Prairie Dune Way
Orlando, FL

Carolyn Jaramillo
524 Manor Drive
Pacifica, CA

Valley's World Peace Alliance
Rio Grande Valley, TX

Michael Grenetz, Advocate

Washington Toxics Coalition
Seattle, WA

Winona LaDuke, Founding Director
White Earth Land Recovery Project
Callaway, MN

Alexandra Gorman Scranton,
Director of Science and Research
Women's Voices for the Earth
Missoula, MT



International Signatories:

Francgois Meienberg, Campaign Director
Berne Declaration
8026 Ziirich , Switzerland

Urantsooj Gombosuren, Director
Center for Human Rights and Development,
Mongolia

Kim, Jai-ok, President
Consumers Korea
Seoul, Korea

Anthony Amis
Friends of the Earth
Melbourne, Australia

Remy Ahoyo, President

Fondateur Groupe d'Action pour la
Promotion et la Protection de la
Flore et la Faune (GAPROFFA) au
Benin en Afrique de 1'Ouest

Benin

Elsa Susanti,
Perkumpulan Sawit Watch
Bogor, Indonesia

Meriel Watts, PhD, Coordinator

Pesticide Action Network Aotearoa/New
Zealand

Auckland, New Zealand

Henry René Diouf, Program Officer
Pesticide Action Network Africa
Dakar Fann, Senegal

Sarojeni Rengam, Executive Director

Pesticide Action Network Asia and The
Pacific

Penang, Malaysia

Elliott Cannell, Coordinator
Pesticide Action Network Europe
London, UK

Yang Song, Director
Pesticide Eco-Alternatives Center
Kunming Yunnan, China

Dugarmaa Lodoisambuu, Board member,
Food-Coalition

Director of Environment and Health Center,
Mongolia

Carina Weber, Program Director
Pesticide Action Network Germany
Hamburg, Germany

Koa Tasaka, PhD, Coordinator
Pesticide Action Network Japan
Tokyo, Japan

Linda Craig, Director
Pesticide Action Network UK
London, UK

Dr. Paul Saoke, Executive Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR)-
Kenya

Nairobi, Kenya

Fernando Bejarano G, Director

Red de Accion en Plaguicidas y sus
Alternativas en Mexico (RAPAM)
Centro de Analisis y Accion en Toxicos y
sus Alternativas (CAATA)

Mexico

Yahya Msangi, National Coordinator

Tanzania Association of Public,
Occupational and Environmental Health
Experts

Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania

Suneetha Fernando, Director
wikalpa women’s voice.
Boossa, (Galle), Sri Lanka



