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The Midas Touch, The Midas Effect
     
The controversial fumigant methyl iodide may soon be applied to local fields, despite dire warnings
from some of the best scientific minds in the country.

If politics make for great live theater, then a Feb. 22 hearing held in Sacramento about the
controversial strawberry fumigant methyl iodide might have been scripted by Franz Kafka. And much
like a Kafka tale, there are stories behind stories.

Susan Kegley, CEO of the Pesticide Research Institute and consulting scientist for the Pesticide
Action Network North America, or PANNA, says the EPA tests assumed methyl iodide off-gasses
equally in all directions. “Their science was not given any support from the scientific review
committee,” Kegley says. “[The committee] basically shredded everything they had done.”
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