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Strawberry Showdown: No Methyl Iodide with My
Shortcake, Please
     
Commercially grown strawberries and tomatoes in California could start getting an unhealthy dose of
the highly toxic fumigant methyl iodide, a known carcinogen, neurotoxin, and thyroid disruptor.
According to  (PANNA), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) first registered methyl iodide
as a pesticide in 2007, despite a letter of protest sent by prominent scientists and Nobel laureates to
the agency saying that it's "astonishing" that the EPA is considering "broadcast releases of one of
the more toxic chemicals used in manufacturing into the environment." According to PANNA, methyl
iodide is by some measures four times as toxic as methyl bromide. Despite this, the DPR has decided
that further restrictions would make the pesticide safe enough for use.
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