




The Drift Catcher results paint a 
troubling picture.  Manuel, his 
grandchildren and neighbors were 
breathing high levels of  chloropicrin 
continuously during the tested time 
period, with all samples at all sites 
showing fumigant drift.  The time-
weighted average 24-hour 
chloropicrin levels at each site were 
all nearly twice as high as the level 
determined to be acceptable for a 24-
hour exposure for children (6.2 µg/
m3) by the scientists at the California 
Department of  Pesticide Regulation, 
the Scientific Review Panel and 
scientists at the California Office of  
Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment.  The time-weighted 
average concentrations over eight 
days were 5.8-6.7 times higher than 
the U.S. EPA’s short-term (1-30 days) 
Reference Concentration of  1.8 µg/m3 
for children and 4.4-5.0 times higher 
than the comparable California DPR 
Seasonal Reference Concentration.

Figure 1: Time weighted average concentrations of  chloropicrin over eight 
days of  sampling exceeded DPR’s seasonal Reference Exposure Level (REL) 
by a factor of  4.4-5.0.  Maximum concentrations were between 1.7 and 1.9 
times higher than DPR’s 24-hour Reference Concentration (RfC) for children.

Percentage of  samples with 
chloropicrin above DPR’s seasonal 
REL* of  4.9 µg/m3 for adults

50% 83.3




